
Engaging Tactics seeks to explore the boundaries between sociology and real life, through multi-sensory, multi-site 
engagement with publics and participants inside and outside of sociology and academia. Following the success of 
the Engaging Tactics interdisciplinary conference and BSA postgraduate event at Goldsmiths College in April-May 
2012, we are reconvening for a one day stream inside the BSA conference 2013 plus a series of outside fringe acts. 

We are inviting abstracts and other forms of contributions on:

Revealing Secrets [social life off-stage]
The venue for the 2013 BSA conference is the grandly mysterious Connaught Rooms in Covent Garden, owned 
by the Freemasons, complete with masonic stars on door handles and secret entrances into the Masonic Lodge 
next door.  The convenors of Engaging Tactics therefore propose a theme of ‘revealing secrets’: finding ways to talk 
about and engage with those bodies and lives that are kept away from the public.  We encourage participants to 
take their own research areas and adapt them to the space and the theme, raising questions around engagement, 
inclusion and exclusion.   

We invite conventional or unconventional papers, installations, or other tactics of engagement for this one-day 
stream within the BSA conference.  We especially welcome site-specific submissions which use the venue and/or the 
local area to raise or explore questions on engagement, as well as visual artists and participants from other disciplines 
to submit material for a session on ‘curating sociology’.

please send your submissions, ideas and enquiries to engagingtactics@gmail.com 
deadline for submissions is Monday, December 10th, 2012

///// Call for Papers and Interventions
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The Grand Connaught Rooms, venue of this year’s BSA Annual Conference, is home to a century-old history of Free-
masonry in England. Connected to the United Grand Lodge’s temple through secret passageways and ornate, locked 
doors, the architecture and life of the building make constant references to the hiding and seeking of occult meanings 
and well-guarded paths to (parallel?) truths. Whether “secret society” or “society with secrets”, the league enjoys playing 
with the thrill of keeping some of its information in the dark, claiming that it is precisely such secrecy that guarantees 
the free expression of ideas among members while fostering the proliferation of the values of the Enlightenment. 
inhabiting secrets, for the Freemasons, seems to be a comfortable thing to do. But what about those that are forced 
to live in secret? Those, that do not gain a position of power – be it illusory or not – from inhabiting the parallel and 
off-stage spaces of society? Goldsmith’s Engaging Tactics stream ‘Revealing Secrets’ seeks to explore the social life of 
secrets by engaging with its keepers and seekers during the BSA conference: in the kitchen of the Grand Connaught 
Rooms, on the fly gallery of the neighbouring Royal Opera House or in Sir John Soane’s secret cabinet down the road.

///// The venue

///// Further information

For more information and inspirations please see:  engagingtactics.wordpress.com/
        www.csisponline.net/2012/05/22/eat-a-tactic/

BSA conference location:      www.grandconnaughtrooms.com/our-story.html 
Local venues we might approach for outside fringe acts:  
    Hunterian Museum   www.rcseng.ac.uk/museums
    Sir John Soane’s house  www.soane.org/
    Covent Garden area   www.coventgardenlife.com/info/covent_garden.htm
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